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SUBJECT: CARAMANLIS BEGINS PRIVATE BRIEFINGS ON AEGEAN AND CYPRUS 
ISSUES 

1 . SINCE THE VISIT OF THE CLIFFORD MISSION, LIVELY 
INTEREST HAS CONTINUED HERE IN DEVELOPMENTS CONCERNING 
THE AEGEAN AND CYPRUS. IN THIS CONNECTION, OPPOSITION 
PARTY LEADERS HAVE JOINED IN DEMANDING THAT PRIME MINISTER 
CARAMANLIS BRIEF THEM ON THE STATUS OF THESE TWO NATIONAL 
ISSUES, WITH MAVROS, PAPANDREOU AND ILIOU CALLING FOR A FULL- 
BLOWN PARLIAMENTARY DEBATE. ALTHOUGH THE GOVERNMENT 
HAS TURNED ASIDE THE REQUEST FOR PARLIAMENTARY CONSIDERATION, 
MAINTAINING THAT SUCH A DISCUSSION WOULD BE HELD 
AT THE APPROPRIATE TIME, CARAMANLIS NEVERTHELESS HAS 
UNDERTAKEN TO BRIEF THE "PARTY LEADERS" (MEANING GEORGE 
MAVROS OF THE UNION OF THE DEMOCRATIC CENTER, ANDREAS 
PAPANDREOU OF PASOK AND ILIAS ILIOU OF THE UNITED 
DEMOCRATIC LEFT OF EDA) PRAVATELY. 
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2. LAST EVENING (MARCH 8), CARAMANLIS SPENT HALF AN 
HOUR WITH ILIOU FOR THIS PURPOSE (ILIOU WAS FIRST IN 
LINE THIS TIME, INSTEAD OF MAVROS, BECAUSE HE IS 
LEAVING SHORTLY FOR MEETINGS IN ITALY.) THE OTHER 
TWO ARE EXPECTED TO BE RECEIVED LATER THIS WEEK AT. 
AS A GOVERNMENT SOURCE PUT IT, THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
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INITIATIVE. REPORTS ON THE PRIME MINISTER'S MEETING 
WITH ILIOU INDICATE THEY ALSO SPOKE ABOUT GREEK ENTRY 
INTO THE EC, AND ILIOU RAISED THE SUBJECT OF THE 
REPATRIATION OF GREEK REFUGEES LIVING IN ROMANIA. 

3. MEANWHILE PAPANDREOU HAS CONTINUED TO SPEAK OUT 
BOLDLY, CHARGING THAT THE US AND NATO CIRCLES WERE 
BRINGING PRESSURE ON THE GOG IN SUPPORT OF TURKISH 
DEMANDS IN THE DISPUTES OVER THE AEGEAN CONTINENTAL 
SHELF AND AIR SPACE. THE PASOK LEADER STATED 

THAT HIS PARTY WOULD NOT ACCEPT ANY AGREEMENT ON THE 
AEGEAN THAT INVOLVED CEDING NATIONAL TERRITORY OR 
UNDERMINING THE NATIONAL SECURITY, WHETHER OR NOT SUCH AN 
AGREEMENT WERE RATIFIED BY SOME INTERNATIONAL BODY. 

IN SUPPORT OF HIS POSITION, PAPANDREOU CITED A LETTER FROM A 
MILITARY COMMENTATOR TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
PARLIAMENT ARGUING THAT THE SLIGHTEST 
CONCESSION IN THE AEGEAN WOULD JEOPARDIZE THE NATION'S 
NATIONAL SECURITY. 

4. REACTING TO PAPANDREOU'S STATEMENT. A GOVERNMENT 
SOURCE LABELLED HIS CONCERNS AS "GROUNDLESS" AND POINTED 
OUT THAT NO PRESSURE WAS BEING BROUGHT TO BEAR ON THE 
GREEK GOVERNMENT FROM ANY SIDE. FURTHERMORE, THE GOG 
SOURCE STRESSED, IF THERE WERE PRESSURES, "IT WOULD NOT BE 
TOLERATED." 
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